
ISLINGTON EDUCATION 
LIBRARY SERVICE

Supporting schools and teachers in 

Islington and 6 other London 

boroughs



WHAT WE OFFER

• To support the curriculum

• Books and artefacts according to the topics on your request form.

• Costumes, if appropriate to the topics

• To support class reading

• A selection of over 280 class reading set titles 

• To support Reading for Pleasure

• Participation in the Islington Reading Road map for years 5/6 although most schools buy sets 
of the Islington Reading Road map for years 3-4 and the Adventure Reading Map for years 1-2

• Resources to support school assemblies, OFSTED inspections, World Book Day, End 
of term school plays

• Peripatetic Librarians

• Provide structure in your school library offering advice, activities and story time sessions 

• School Library and / or Book Corner assessments



We have

330,000 

Books to 

support 

curriculum 

topics



180,000 artefacts to bring learning to life in the classroom



Over 5,500 

costumes to 

support 

teaching and 

learning in 

the 

classroom, 

not 

forgetting 

assemblies, 

World Book 

Day and end 

of term 

school 

productions



A QUICK TOUR OF THE SHELVES…











Stuffed animals – great for classroom displays!



SOME SAMPLE LOAN BOXES



WWII – original and replica 

items including rations books, 

gas masks, photos, 

newspapers, costumes



Victorians/Homes in the Past – domestic objects



A “minibeasts” loan



We have lots of objects to use as story props with books.



SPECIAL PROJECTS



A DARWIN TOPIC 
WITH STUFFED ANIMALS , REAL  G IANT TURTLE  SHELL  &  

COSTUMES



We can help with resources for special displays in 

school – Black History Month, World Book Day, 

Remembrance Day, National Women’s Day



Linking stories to science habitat topics – real stuffed badger!



THE TITANIC
WITH MODEL SHIP, COSTUMES , ACCESSORIES  L IKE OLD 

CAMERA, TELEPHONE, REAL WORKING FOGHORN!



INTRODUCING THE COSTUME 
COLLECTION



We have 7,500 costumes from different eras and places around the world.  Available in child and adult sizes – for curriculum 

topics and special events like World Book Day



Many of our costumes have “learning labels” with geographical/historical context and teaching suggestions.

We have some special character costumes including John Blanke – a real historical character from Tudor times.





CLASS READING SETS

Do you want to borrow a set of fiction 

books for the whole class to read 

together?

Each box contains 16 books (1 between 

2 children and 1 teacher copy)

Loaned for half termly period at £20.00 

per classroom set.

Over 280 titles to choose from.

Please contact us to find out more and 

reserve your set.



READING ROAD MAPS

The Reading Road Map is a reading initiative aimed at 

nurturing reading for pleasure and helping to improve 

literacy from KS1 to KS3.   Most of our schools are 

using this already but you can find out more on our 

website www.iels.org

http://www.iels.org/




HOW TO USE THE SERVICE



ORDERING ONLINE

• Go to our website www.iels.org

• See loan request form info opposite 

• Resources are issued for a whole term but can be 

changed at any time

• It is fine to ask if you want extra bits for a short 

term display or if you are being observed and want 

to “wow”!

• It’s never too late in the term to submit a loan 

request but the earlier the better.

http://www.iels.org/


WHAT YOU RECEIVE

• To support the curriculum

• One Topic box of books and One Topic Box of artefacts for every 

teacher each half term

• Costumes, if appropriate to the topics

• Request Class Reading Sets

• Request resources for special events

• Assemblies, Theatricals, Black History Month, WBD, etc



WHAT IS THIS IN MY BOX?

• Books and artefacts are issued separately so you can 

usually expect two boxes plus any outsize items. 

• The box includes a list of all items but if you are 

baffled by any of the contents please get in touch.

• Email els@islington.gov.uk or phone 0207 527 5827

• We value feedback and want to make your life 

easier!

mailto:els@islington.gov.uk


HELP AND SUPPORT

www.iels.org includes the online request 

form and searchable catalogue.  You can 

also find downloadable book lists and 

suggestions for using artefacts and 

costumes.

www.objectlessons.org showcases around 

400 objects in our collection

http://www.iels.org/
http://www.objectlessons.org/


OUR LIBRARIANS ARE HAPPY TO 
RECOMMEND!

G E T  I N  T O U C H  I F  Y O U  W A N T  A D V I C E  F O R  B O O K S  O N  S P E C I F I C  T O P I C S  – W E  A L S O  H A V E  
G E N R E  B O O K  L I S T S  O N  O U R  W E B S I T E ,  A N D  A  N E W  “ D I V E R S I T Y ”  B O O K  L I S T .



HELP, IT’S BROKEN!

• We want you to enjoy using your resources

• The artefacts are meant to be handled

• Books do sometimes get nibbled or torn  

• Model skeletons lose limbs! 

• Don’t panic! Please don’t try to mend it – just return the 

item and any broken bits with your other resources



HOW DO I RETURN MY LOAN?

• We will email both you and the school office the 

collection date

• Collections start 1 week before half term and 2 weeks 

before the end of term

• Make sure resources are packed and left in the agreed 

area by 9am

• If you miss collection just call so we can arrange another 

pick up



CAN I PICK MY OWN RESOURCES?

Some teachers like to come in to choose their 

own resources – or to have a rummage and plan 

lessons.   

The library is now closed to drop in visitors but 

you can still visit, by appointment (no more than 

2 people at a time) – contact us to arrange.

Email els@islington.gov.uk

or telephone 020 7527 5827

mailto:els@islington.gov.uk


USE OUR YOUTUBE STORYTELLING CHANNEL: 

L I B R A R I A N  A L I X M C A L L I S T E R  R E A D S  S O M E  O F  H E R  FAVO U R I T E  B O O K S .  O R G A N I S E D  I N TO  
P L AY L I S T S  F O R  E A R LY  Y E A R S , K S 1  A N D  K S 2

W W W. YO UTUB E .CO M/C / I S L I N GTONE D UC AT I ON L IB RA RYSE RV ICE B OOKV I DE OS



FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
L I N K S  O N  O U R  W E B S I T E

F I N D  O U T  A B O U T  N E W  R E S O U R C E S  A N D  C R E A T I V E  C L A S S R O O M  I D E A S



COVID UPDATE



IELS SAFETY MEASURES

• We are delivering loan boxes as usual.  Please let us know if you have any special requirements at this time (some 
teachers don’t want costumes and soft toys, other teachers use these things just for display).  Use the comments 
box on the loan request form to provide us with any extra information about your needs.

• We have based our procedures on current scientific advice of 72 hours quarantine of objects 

• All resources and boxes on return are quarantined for 72 hours, checked and cleaned. 

• Your new loan box will have a date of issue on the label.  You may want to keep the box unopened for 72 hours 
after that date to ensure a further period of quarantine before handling the  resources.

• Library staff and IELS drivers are adhering to safe working practice (social distancing, using sanitizing wipes, 
wearing masks). 



NEW BOOKLISTS

• To help explore complex feelings and issues 

that have emerged over the past months:.   

IELS Covid-19 Feelings Booklist (EYFS—KS2) 

• All titles available from IELS. Lists can be 

downloaded from our  website, www.iels.org. 

https://www.iels.org/assets/9/Covid_Response_Booklist_final_table_(00000002).pdf


How we celebrated World Book Day…

We look forward to receiving your loan requests!


